14. WEST COAST OF CHICHAGOF ISLAND AND YAKOBI ISLAND

(1  This chapter describes the W coast of Chichagof Island
and Yakobi Island from Fortuna Strait to Cape Bingham. Also
discussed are the numerous bays and coves, and an inside pas-
sage for small vessels that extends along the greater part of this
coast.

@  Weather.-While these coasts are exposed to the rigors of
the Gulf of Alaska, the climateistempered somewhat by the mar-
itimelocation. From October through February, windsand waves
pound the shoreline creating a hazard to navigation. Swellsfrom
distant storms often arrive from SW while heavy seas are more
often out of Sand SE. Gales are encountered about 10 percent of
the time in open waters. The maritimeinfluenceis evident in the
average maximum temperatures which runin the mid 30s (°F) in
winter and minimums which are only about 5° to 7° colder. In
winter, temperatures drop to freezing or below on about 80 to 85
days and in summer usually remain below 70°F. Extremes range
from just below 0°F to about 80°F. Precipitation is plentiful year
round, particularly in October, November, and December. Re-
duced visihilities are a problem in June, July, and August and
aso in winter; poor visibilities in winter often occur in snow.

3 Chart 16016.—The W coast of Chichagof Island has a
general NW direction for about 38 miles from the W end of
Klokachef Island to Cape Cross, and then the coast trends N for
10 miles to Yakobi Rock. The main shore is formed by
Chichagof Island, which has numerous mountain peaks. From
Klokachef Island to Khaz Bay the 100-fathom curve is about 13
miles offshore. The 50-fathom curve is about 6 miles offshore,
and inside of that distance the soundings are irregular and less
than 50 fathoms, except anarrow pocket with depths of 50 to 101
fathoms, which extends about 5.5 miles SW from Khaz Bay en-
trance. From the entrance of Khaz Bay to Cape Edward, the coast
isformed by numerousislets, rocks, and breakers, that prevent a
close approach to the shore.

4  An inside passage for small vessels extends along the
greater part of this coast. From Salisbury Sound this route leads
N through Fortuna Strait and then outside to Khaz Bay. Small
craft sometimes enter Slocum Arm through Piehle Passage,
which is close W of Khaz Head. From Khaz Bay the route |eads
through Ogden Passage and Surveyor Passage to Portlock Har-
bor, thence through Imperial Passage to the outside coast. Small
craft can take the shorter route from Khaz Bay, passing through
Ogden Passage and Kukkan Passage and Bay. Small craft with
local knowledge can leave Portlock Harbor by Dry Pass. From
Portlock Harbor to Lisianski Strait the route leads outside, thence
through Lisianski Strait and Inlet to Cross Sound.

(59  Thisentire coast has been surveyed and is shown on a se-
ries of large-scale charts; all known dangers are charted.

6) Chart 17323.—Fortuna Strait separates Klokachef |Is-
land from Chichagof Island. The SE entrance is between ledges
that extend W from Chichagof Island and Vincent Reef, which
extends Sfrom the E end of Klokachef 1sland. A shoal marked by
kelp, with aleast depth of 2% fathoms, is 0.5 mile N from the E
end of Klokachef Island. A rock, with % fathom over it and
marked by kelp, is about 600 yards from the N shore on the W
side at the entrance to Leo Anchorage.

(m  Fortuna Strait is used, especialy by small craft, when
bound to Khaz Bay from Salisbury Sound.

(8 Leo Anchorage, on the NE side of Fortuna Strait, nar-
rows at the head, where there is a stream and small flat. The an-
chorage affords afair shelter from N winds, but it is not recom-
mended in S weather. With Swindsthereisless swell near the W
side. Theanchorageisnear themiddlein 15 to 20 fathoms, or for
small craft near the head in 5 to 7 fathoms. The bottom is hard
with sticky patches.

9  Point Slocum is about 3.5 miles NNW of Klokachef |s-
land. A bare, flat rock, about 30 feet high, is about 200 yards
SSW of the point; inside the rock a boat landing can be madein
ordinary weather. A breaker isabout 0.5 mile W of Point Slocum.
Anisolated breaker is about 0.6 mile S from this point.

(100 Chart 17322 -Khaz Head, abold, bluff headland, partic-
ularly noticeable from SW, isabout 7 milesNW of Klokachef |s-
land (chart 17323), and about 4 miles NNW of Point Slocum
(57°27.9N., 135°58.0W.). It isthe NW end of Khaz Peninsula,
arugged peninsula between Slocum Arm of Khaz Bay and the
sea.

11y Khaz Point, the SW point of Khaz Head, showsfrom the
SE as aconical hill. It is about 2.8 miles NW of Point Slocum.
The shore between these points forms a shallow bight in which
there is much foul ground as well as numerous breakers.
Breakers extend about 0.8 mile W of Khaz Point. A rock, awash
at high water, at the end of the reef that extends S from the point,
isused asalandmark by local motorboatsthat keep closeinshore.
The surf shows on thisrock at all times.

(120 Piehle Passageisentered close-to, W of Khaz Point, and
leads among the rocks and isets W of Khaz Head to Slocum
Arm. This passage is extensively used by small craft with local
knowledge, but is difficult for strangers. The entrance at Khaz
Point is closed by breakersin heavy weather. Good protected an-
chorage for small craft can be had in the bight at the NW end of
Khaz Head on the SE side of Piehle Passage. Anchorage can be
selected at the head of the bight in 8 to 10 fathoms, mud and
gravel bottom.

(13  From Khaz Head achain of numerousislands, rocks, and
reefs, somewooded and all generally low, extend about 3.4 miles
NW to Ramp Island and Deuce Island, at the entrance of Khaz
Bay.

(14 MiddleBreaker isonabarerock about 2 milesWNW of
Khaz Point and almost 1 mile from the nearest islet to the E.

(15) Khaz Breakers, marked by alighted whistle buoy off the
W side, are the outer dangers in approaching Khaz Bay from S,
and are on areef about 1.4 miles W of Middle Breaker.

(16) Outer Rocks are the southernmost bare rocks on the W
side of the entrance to Khaz Bay. They are two in number, about
250 yards apart. Outer Rocks are distinctly darker than the rocks
to the N, moundlike in appearance, and can easily be identified
by strangers.

@17y Black Idland is the highest of a group of small islands
about 3.2 milesNW of Outer Rocks. It isthe only wooded island
of the group and forms an easily distinguishable landmark. Two
bare rocks are about 0.8 mile W of Black Island. A group of bare
islets and rocks extends 0.8 mile S of Black Island. Breakers ex-
tend 2 miles W of theisland.

(189 White Sisters are two outlying large white rock islets,
about 2.2 miles NNW of Black Island.
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(19) Insidethelinesjoining Outer Rocks, Black Island, White
Sisters, and Cape Edward are numerous bare rocks and reefs, but
the four mentioned are the most prominent and easily recog-
nized.

(200 KhazBay, about 11 milesNW of Klokachef Island, is2.2
miles wide at its entrance between Ramp Island (57°33.6'N.,
136°05.3'W.) and Outer Rocks, and extends N about 2 miles to
Quit Point. Hereit dividesinto an extensive system of inland pas-
sagesthat extend E, N, and W, and connects with the sea NW of
Cape Edward, through Kukkan Bay and Portlock Harbor.

21y  The entrance, marked by alighted whistle buoy off Khaz
Breakers, iswide and has deep water, but is difficult to recognize
because of the many islets and bare rocks. In the entrance are a
number of breakersthat show except at high water with an excep-
tionally smooth sea, and help shape the course in daylight and
clear weather. Oncein the entrance, vessel s should have no diffi-
culty in going into Slocum Arm or through Ogden Passage to
Kimshan Cove. Klag Bay is difficult except for small vessels at
slack water.

220 Black Rock, about 1.1 miles NE of Outer Rocks, covers
at high water and is generally marked by a heavy breaker.

23y Ramp Idand, small, about 100 feet high, and scantily
wooded, is the westernmost of the islands on the E side of Khaz
Bay.

(24 Deuce ldand isthe northwesternmost wooded island on
the E side of Khaz Bay, and is about 0.5 mile N of Ramp Island.
At its NW end is around bald knob. Ninefoot Shoal, about 0.5
mile NNW of Deuce Island, is marked by a buoy.

(255 Quit Point isthe S end of the southernmost of the low
wooded islands on the N side in the entrance to Khaz Bay, and is
about 1.2 milesNW of Deucelsland. Theend of the point isbare,
and at the timber line is about 90 feet high. Thisisland is some-
what higher than others near it, and from most points shows as
two knobs. The Sknob isthe larger and higher, with asaddle be-
tween. A bare, rocky idet isabout 0.3 mile W of Quit Point, and
thereisfoul ground, generally marked by breakers, between this
islet, Quit Point, and Gray Rock about 0.4 mile SW of the point.

(26) Rough Channel, W of Quit Point and Gray Rock, is an
entrance to Ogden Passage from Khaz Bay. Its N end has rocks
above and under water that contract the channel to about 200
yards. Because it generally has heavy swell, the channel should
be avoided except possibly at low water with a smooth sea
Smooth Channel is the better entrance to Ogden Passage.

2y GuideRock, bareand 15 feet high, isabout 0.3 mile ENE
of Quit Point, and isthe easternmost of the bare rocksthat extend
0.2 mile E from the idland. It is an important mark for entering
any of thearms.

(289  Smooth Channel, the best entrance to Ogden Passage, is
protected from the ocean swell by a chain of wooded islands and
ledges. From N of Guide Rock it extendsinaNW direction, with
depths of 7 to 33 fathoms. Smooth Channel also forms the ap-
proach to Klag Bay and connecting bodies of water. S of Vorota
Idand in 20 to 25 fathoms is an excellent anchorage for vessels
up to 250 feet long. With heavy SW swells some of the turbu-
lence enters the anchorage, but not enough to make it unsafe.

(299 Doolth Mountain, 7 milesN of theentranceto Khaz Bay,
iswooded. It stands out from the higher mountains farther inland
and is the most prominent one near the coast.

(30) Slocum Arm extends SE from Khaz Bay. Its SW side is
formed by the mountainous Khaz Peninsula terminating W at
Khaz Head, and by the chain of wooded islands that extends 3.4
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miles NW from that head to Deuce Island. The arm is free from
dangers, with the exception of arock, bare at half tide, 300 yards
from the NE shore.

(31 Ford Arm, NE of Khaz Head, extends NE from Slocum
Armand isconstricted in places by islands and rocks. At its head
is an expansion about 0.8 mile in diameter, from which arms ex-
tend SE and NW. The SE arm has some islets and a flat at its
head; there is anchorage for vessels NW of the idets in desired
depths up to 15 fathoms. The NW arm has anchorage for small
craft at itshead in 6 to 15 fathoms. Small craft can also anchor in
Elf Cove, the cove N of the N point at the entrance to the NW
arm, in 5 to 8 fathoms; aledge bare at half tideis close to the N
side of the cove.

(32 Theentranceto Ford Arm is marked on the SE side by a
group of small wooded islands that should not be approached
closely. Two miles inside the entrance on the SE shoreis a pro-
jecting point.

(33) Falcon Arm, 1.4 miles SE of Ford Arm, extends NE and
narrowsto 350 yards at its head. In October 1998, shoaling to 12
fathoms was reported in the center of the entrance to the arm in
about 57°32.0N., 135°35.3'W. A rock with 1 foot over it is 0.4
mile inside the bay, in the middle. Favor the NW shore for 0.5
mile from the entrance to avoid this rock and then keep in
midchannel. The depths in the wide part of the arm are 22 to 25
fathoms. A good anchorage is in an expansion above a point on
the NW side 1.5 milesfrom the entrancein 11 to 14 fathoms, soft
bottom.

(39 Waterfall Cove, about 1.8 miles SE of Falcon Arm, is
identified by a large waterfall about 1 mile above its head. Two
bights are at the head; the E one driesand the W one, which has 4
to 11 fathoms, affords anchorage for small craft.

(35) Idand Cove, about 4.5 miles SE of Falcon Arm, has sev-
erd islandsin it near the shore. The anchorageisin the SE end of
the cove in about 16 fathoms. Favor the SE point of the cove
when entering and avoid aflat that extends about 300 yardsfrom
the N shore of the anchorage.

(36) Onthe SW shore of Slocum Arm, oppositelsland Cove, is
a small point with a wooded knoll 80 feet high. Anchorage for
small craft isin the cove W of this point in 6 to 10 fathoms.

370 Flat Cove, onthe NE side 6 miles SE of Falcon Arm, has
depthsof 12 to 32 fathomsto the flat that extends 700 yards from
its head.

(38) Good anchorage is 0.5 to 0.6 mile from the head of
Slocum Arm in 16 to 18 fathoms. A flat extends about 0.2 mile
from its head.

(39) Klag Bay, a the head of Khaz Bay, is cluttered with is-
lands, and the shores are foul especially on the E side behind the
islandsin the bay. The two entrancesto the bay |ead through nar-
row crooked channels, with foul shores and strong currents,
which are difficult except for small vessels at dack water.
Strangers should enter at low water slack when the dangers will
show above water or be indicated by kelp.

(40) Themain entranceisthrough The Gate, which hasitsen-
trance 1 mileN of Guide Rock. It hasadepth of 4% fathomsand a
width of 50 yards at its narrowest part, between a daybeacon on
the E side of Vorota lsland and arocky 1-fathom shoa 20 yards
off asparsely wooded islet on the E side of the entrance. A 008°
unlighted range marking the centerline of the channel clears the
1-fathom shoal.

41y Elbow Passage is the W entrance to Klag Bay. The W
part of this passage has a midchannel depth of 2% fathomsandis
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constricted in placesto awidth of about 75 yards by kelp-marked
shoals.

(420  Thetwo entrance channels merge N of The Gate and the
channel then continues through Elbow Passage around the S and
E sides of Klag Island. The pass W of Klag Island is amost
blocked at the N end and is suitable only for small boats and
launches. N of Klag Island the bay iscomparatively clear, though
there are anumber of islandsin it.

43) Anchorage can be found in the bay above Klag Island in
depths of from 3 to 20 fathoms.

(44 Currents—It is reported that the currents in Elbow Pas-
sage, S of Klag Idand, are strong and the passage is navigable
only near the time of slack water.

45) lceformsin Klag Bay early in January and is a hazard to
navigation through February and most of March.

(46) Caution.—Thelast of the ebb setsout of Elbow Passage W
with great velocity through the W entrance, forming heavy
swirls, and passage should be attempted only at slack water, pref-
erably low-water slack.

47y Lake Anna has its entrance through a narrow channel
from the E side of the N end of Elbow Passage. Thereis anchor-
age at the Send of the lake in 6 to 15 fathoms. About 1.1 miles
NE of the entrance aledge with bare heads extendsto midchannel
from the E side; the channel isNW of it. At the N end of the lake
isan anchoragein 5 to 12 fathoms. Lake Annashould only be en-
tered by those with local knowledge because of its narrow en-
trance and extreme currents, except at slack water.

(48) Sister Lakeisjoined to the NE end of Lake Anna by a
narrow, foul passage 0.5 mile long. Passage should be made at
slack water only. It is reported that slack water occurs about 22
hours after slack water at Sitka, and that the currentsreach amax-
imum strength of about 12 knots. The S end of this lake is only
200 yards from Ford Arm and about 300 yards from Double
Cove, asmall bay at the NE end of Khaz Bay, with low land be-
tween. The lake is reported to be deep, with good anchorage in
the coves. The lake should be navigated with caution.

(499 Khaz Bay is connected with Portlock Harbor by Ogden
Passage and Surveyor Passage, and isanavigable route for small
vessels. Another route, partially protected, leads from Ogden
Passage through Kukkan Passage and Bay to South Passage,
which isthe S entrance to Portlock Harbor. This route is recom-
mended for small craft only. Rough Channel and Smooth Chan-
nel have been described previously in this chapter.

(50) Ogden Passageisentered from Khaz Bay through Rough
Channel or Smooth Channel, the latter being the best. From Klag
Bay it can be entered through the W part of Elbow Passage. The
depthsin Ogden Passage are generally good and the dangers are
charted, but several narrow passages and sharp turns make its
navigation difficult for large vessels. The bottom is generally
rocky, and the only good anchorage isin Kimshan Cove.

(51 FrogRock isasteep, grassy rock, about 35 feet high, and
isthe outermost of asmall group of isletsin the E side of the pas-
sage.

(520  Snipe Rock, about 0.6 mile SW of Frog Rock, is aflat,
grassy rock about 10 feet high and is part of along submerged
ledge. It is marked by a daybeacon and is in the entrance to
Kukkan Passage which leads through Kukkan Bay to the sea, N
of Cape Edward.

53y Fitzldand, Dippy Idand , and Port Island are wooded
isletsthat are at the junction of Ogden Passage and Surveyor Pas-
sage. A daybeacon marks a reef with ¥z fathom over it, which is

on the NW side of the channel between Fitz Island and Dippy Is-
land. Boats passing between the daybeacon and Fitz Island
should give the daybeacon aberth of at least 75 yardsto avoid the
reef. A submerged rock isin the middle of the channel W of Port
Island, making it unsafe.

(549 Kimshan Cove, E of Fitz Island, has depths of 6 to 11
fathoms. Anchorage can be selected anywherein the cove, being
careful to avoid the pile ruins of a wharf on the SE side of the
cove.

(s5) Chart 17321.—Surveyor Passage is the passage that ex-
tends from Portlock Harbor to Ogden Passage NW of Kimshan
Cove. Many submerged rocks are in the passage. A daybeacon
marks a reef, that uncovers about 7 feet, on the NE side of the
passage 0.4 mile SE of Lydonialsland. A rock awash is 50 yards
off the NE shorein the narrow part of the passage about 0.5 mile
SE of the daybeacon. Lydonia Island is awooded island in the
NW end of Surveyor Passage. The channel W and S of theisland
isfoul, and large vessels aways use the E channel.

(s6) Minnie Reef, marked by a daybeacon and which uncov-
ersabout 5 feet, isin the main channel N of Lydonialsland. The
area between the reef and the island is very foul.

(577 Black Bay extends for 1.2 miles E from Surveyor Pas-
sage, and has two islands obstructing its entrance. The best pas-
sageinto the bay is between Point Lydonia and the northernmost
of these islands, athough small boats can pass between them.
The shorelineis steep and rocky except at the head wherethereis
alarge sand and gravel flat. Strong winds draw through the bay
from the head, and it is not recommended for shelter.

(s8) Thecurrentsin Surveyor Passage are small. Theflood en-
ters the passage from both ends and meets in the vicinity of the
entrance to Black Bay.

(59) Chart 17322.-Kukkan Bay is between Edward Islands
and Herbert Graves Island, and immediately N of Pole Point
(57°39.6'N., 136°13.8'W.). It ispoorly protected and is used only
as a passage into Ogden Passage through Kukkan Passage. The
principal entrance is N of Edward Islands, but vessels can aso
enter S of these islands. Kukkan Bay is connected with Ogden
Passage by K ukkan Passage and isused by fish packers of about
12-foot draft at all stages of thetide; however, the spot shown as2
fathoms, on the N end of the shoal area off Pole Point, breaksin
heavy weather and may have less than 2 fathoms on it. It should
be avoided by all vessels. Pole Point, onthe Sside of the bay, isa
bare, bluff point with high, wooded land behind it. Ittar Rock is
abare rock 12 feet high in the middle of the entrance to Kukkan
Passage.

(60) Tawak Passage extends S from the NW end of Kukkan
Passage, and affords a protected, athough intricate, passage for
small boats along the coast. The N end of the passageisfoul and
should not be used without local knowledge. The islands W of
Tawak Passage are called the Myriad Islands. Gig Pass is a
deep, narrow passage leading from the Send of Tawak Passageto
Ogden Passage.

(61 Edward | dandsaretwo groupsof prominent, wooded is-
lands, onthe W side of Kukkan Bay, about 0.8 mile S of Cape Ed-
ward. Foul ground extendsfor over 0.5 mileW of theseislands. A
brown, bare rock, 16 feet high, is 1 mile SSW from Edward |s-
lands.

(620 CapeEdward, ontheW point of Elkugu I land, isabout
2.6 miles N of White Sisters. A rock, bare at high tide, is about
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0.5 mile WSW of the cape, and there are submerged rocks 300
yards N and 500 yards ESE of this rock. Elkugu Bay, on the E
side of Cape Edward, isexposed to the Sand isof no importance.

63 Chart 17321.—Portlock Harbor isformed onits seaward
side by Hogan Island and Hill Island. Hogan Island is almost
flat-topped and timbered with scrubby growth. The shoreline is
very steep and rocky, with practically no sand beach except for
small coves, which are unfit for beaching any size boat. Hill Is-
land iswell timbered except inthe NW section, whichisalmost a
flat plateau sparsely wooded with scrub spruce. The highest point
of theisland is near the center. Herbert Gravesldand, onthe S
side of the harbor, is sparsely wooded except for ahigh, wooded
hill on the E part, which is a prominent landmark. The W half of
the idand is low and rolling with numerous small lakes and
swampy areas. M ount Lydonia, on Chicagof |sland E of the har-
bor, isaprominent landmark and the highest mountain in the vi-
cinity.

(64) Portlock Harbor is used chiefly by boats going through
the inside waters to Ogden Passage. It has three entrances from
the sea: South Passage, Imperia Passage, and Dry Pass. Imperia
Passage is used by most vessels, athough South Passage is
equally good. Dry Passisfoul and is used only by small boats.

(65) South Passage is between Cape Edward and Point Ho-
gan, which isthe S point on Hogan Island. Reefs extend for 0.3
mile S from Point Hogan.

(66) I mperial Passage, between Hogan Island and Hill 1sland,
is the main entrance into Portlock Harbor. The group of islands
off the NW side of Hogan Island form agood landmark; the outer
ones are grass covered and the inner ones have afew trees. Two
reefs, awash, are 500 yards W of the center of the outer islands.
The N side of Imperial Passage is marked by Hill Island Light
(57°43.7'N., 136°16.6'W.), 60 feet above water, and shown from
asquare framewith ared and white diamond-shaped daymark on
the Send of Hill Island.

(67 Peer Idland, a bare rock 20 feet high, is in the passage
about 500 yards E of the light, and there is a shoa that extends
150 yards S of thisrock, with aleast depth of 1% fathoms. Sev-
eral shoal areas are off the entrance to the passage where a heavy
seawill break.

(68)  Anchorage can be found in Portlock Harbor about 300
yardsNE of Sholin Island, in 7 to 18 fathoms, rocky bottom. An-
chorage can aso be had at the junction of Goulding Harbor and
Dry Passin 15 to 18 fathoms. Most of the bays making off from
Portlock Harbor are too deep for good anchorage.

(69) Didrickson Bay hasitsentrance on the E side of Portlock
Harbor 0.7 mile NNE of L ock 1sland. Between submerged rocks
and reefs on each side, the entrance is deep and clear. A 6-foot
waterfall at the head of the bay can be seen from the entrance.
Good anchorage can be had near the head of the bay in 5 to 16
fathoms, mud bottom.

(70) Pinta Bay extends N for 2.1 milesfrom Portlock Harbor.
Two small, wooded islands on the W side of the entrance are
joined by areef that bares. E of theseislandsthe entranceisclear.

(71  GouldingHarbor, at the NW end of Portlock Harbor, has
two branches. Baker Coveisthe N branch. The NE branch ter-
minates in a shallow cove, bordered with sand and gravel flats.
With local knowledge it is possible to take launches of 4 feet or
less draft to the head of the cove where a large stream empties
into the bay. Small craft can anchor near theflat at the head of the
cove. Soundings taken at the entrance to the NE branch show a
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depth of 1 fathom on areef of considerable size that extendsfrom
the S point of the entrance to the arm.

(720 Dry Pass, the N passage from Portlock Harbor to the Pa-
cific Ocean, isN of Hill Island. For 0.4 milefrom the W end, the
passislessthan 0.1 milewideandisfoul. A narrow channel with
depths ranging from 3 to 10 feet passes between rocks at the en-
trance and to the S of arock in midchannel, 0.1 mile from the W
end and to the S of asmall rocky islet near the N shore, 0.1 mile
from the E end of this section. The passthen expandsinto abasin,
with agroup of islets at the SW end.

(73) Anchorage in Dry Pass is reported in the cove on the N
shore back of alargeisland in 6 fathoms, sticky bottom, and also
in the cove on the SE shore in 4 to 7 fathoms.

(74 From the NE side of the basin the pass continuesin aNE
direction for about 0.5 mile and then turns SE to Portlock Harbor.

(75)  Thecoast from Imperial Passageto Lisianski Straitisvery
irregular and characterized mainly by bold cliffs, rocky beaches,
and many small islands, inlets, and bays. The immediate shore-
line and larger islands are well wooded, but the rolling country
back from the beach are stretches of open marsh with lakes or
tidal lagoons. Two or three milesinland the mountainsriseto ele-
vations of 2,000 to 3,000 feet and are generally bare above 1,200
feet. North Mountain, about 1.8 milesto the N of Mirror Har-
bor, whichis4.3milesN of Hill Island Light, istimberedtoan el -
evation of about 1,600 feet and appears dark against the peaks be-
yond. As seen from the S it shows cone-shaped with a shoulder
220 feet lower that extendsto E. M ount Douglas, arounded dou-
ble peak, is about 1.5 miles E from Mirror Harbor.

(76) Dangers—There are many outlying rocks and breakers
along this coast and many rocks and shoals extend N from Cape
Dearborn. Several rocksare S of Skinner Island, and several sub-
merged rocks are S from Porcupine Islands.

77y  CapeDearborn, the W extremity of Hill Island, isabold
bluff about 80 feet high and has severa small rocky idlets
close-to.

(78) Little Bay is 1.5 miles NNE from Cape Dearborn. Point
Weigle, the N point of the entrance, is 1.5 miles N from Cape
Dearborn. The entrance to the bay iswide and clear, except near
the shores, and has a depth of about 11 fathoms decreasing to 2%2
fathoms near the head of the bay whereit isfoul.

(799 Cormorant Island,Shag Rock, Grace Idand, Middle
Island, and Snag Island form a group about 1.7 miles N from
Cape Dearborn. Fern Rock, Gull Rock, and arock awash mid-
way between the two, are 270 yards N of Grace Island. Davison
Bay, the bight E and NE of this group, has depths of 3'2to 15
fathoms.

80) Fleming Island is 2 miles N of Cape Dearborn. Mirror
Harbor isN of Fleming Island and has depths of 3 to 4 fathoms
in the middle. In 1972, the harbor was reported to be a good an-
chorage for small craft with excellent protection and holding
qualities, soft bottom. The channel leading to the harbor is be-
tween Fleming Island and the group to the W. It isintricate, nar-
rows to about 10 yards, and in places has depths of about 1
fathom. Local knowledge is required for safe passage.

(81) Point Shultz isthe S point of Fleming Island, and Fair -
way Rock is 275 yards SW from Point Shultz. In 1972, aledge
reportedly covered about 10 feet was reported to extend E about
200 yardsfrom Fairway Rock. Passage W of therock wasrecom-
mended. West Arm, N of Pluma Island, isfoul, but limited an-
chorage for small craft is available.
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(820 Skinner Idand is the largest of the outer islands of the
group on the W side of the entrance to Mirror Harbor. A rocky is-
let is 300 yards W and breakers and foul ground extend 0.8 mile
SW.

(83) Caution Passis close E of Skinner Island. It is used by
small local launches going to Bertha Bay.

(84 BerthaBay, an open bight about 0.9 mile wide at the en-
trance, extendsin a N direction from Skinner Island. The bay is
rocky at the head and isvery foul; it affordslittle protection from
the ocean swell. Even small boats must keep over 600 yardsfrom
the shore to avoid rocks and reefs. White Sulphur Springs and
two U.S. Forest Service buildings are on the NE side of the bight.
Small craft usually anchor in West Arm, and users of the White
Sulphur Springsfollow atrail, about 0.5 milelong, to the springs.
Local knowledge is advised.

(85) Porcupine Rock is a prominent bare rock, about 1.4
miles W of Beric Island, the westernmost of the Porcupine Is-
lands.

(86) Porcupineldands, so named from the shape of the outer
one, are about 1.2 miles W of the entrance to Bertha Bay, and
about 1 mile offshore. Extensive bare|edges prolonged by break-
ers extend 0.5 mile S from the islands. Winifred Island is the
largest of the group. Two rocky isletsare about 0.5 mile N of Por-
cupine Islands. A submerged rock with 2% fathoms over it and
showing abreaker inamoderate seaisabout 300 yardsNW of the
rocky idets.

87y ldlas Bay extends N from Porcupine Islands. On its NW
side are numerous inlets, most of which have shoal water and
rocks at the entrances. Ilin Bay and Porcupine Bay branch off
from the N end.

(88) PorcupineBay isabout 0.3 milein diameter and has gen-
eral depths of 8 to 12 fathoms. A wooded island, 90 feet high, is
in the W part of the entrance. The entrance SE of thisidland is
clear. The entrance NW is shoaler and narrower. A waterfall at
the E end of the bay shows from the entrance. The harbor affords
protected anchorage.

(89)  llin Bay, narrow, rocky, and suitable for small craft only,
hasits entrance 0.5 mile W of the entrance to Porcupine Bay. An
anchorage in 8 fathoms, mud bottom, isin the upper haf of the
bay, but this anchorage is exposed to the S. A more protected an-
chorageisin Zhilo Cove, behind theislands, on the E side of the
bay in 3 to 4 fathoms, mud bottom. The S and W entrances be-
tween theislandsleading to thisanchorage arefoul, but the N en-
trance at the head of the bay is clear.

90 Chart 17303.—Lisianski Strait, between Yakobi Island
and Chichagof Island, about 11 miles long and from 0.2 to 0.8
mile wide, follows a general NNE direction and connects
Lisianski Inlet with the Pacific Ocean. The waters throughout the
strait are generally deep, but the SW entrance is foul. From the
SW end NNE, the strait is clear until 1.2 miles to the SW of the
junction with Lisianski Inlet, where there are two small islands;
theN isgrasscovered with alonetreeonit, and the Sisrocky and
wooded, with several rocks close-to. A light isabout 100 yards S
of the Sisland. Kelp extendsfrom theislandsto the Chichagof |s-
land shore.

(o1y  From the SW entrance the land presents a succession of
low, wooded hills, gradually rising to sharp rocky peaks.

92 The S entrance channel to Lisianski Strait is about 125
yardswide, with areef on the E side with 2% fathomsover it, and

rockson the W side. Favor the W side, especialy if the current is
ebbing, because there is a SE set then.

93 Currents—Outside the rocks and reefs at the S entrance
the current floods to the N and ebbs to the S. Near the entrance
among therocks, on the ebb, aset to the SE has been experienced.
Tide rips are encountered here, with an ebb current against the
wind. Swirls are formed in the vicinity of Esther Island, and the
current has been reported to exceed 3 knotsat times. From Esther
Island to about 0.5 mileto the Sof theislands near the N entrance
thecurrentisslight; swirlsand eddiesareformed 0.5 miletothe S
of theidets. Along theislets a current of 0.5 to 2 knots floods to
theN and ebbsto the S. N of theidetsthe currentissmall. In the
vicinity of Miner Island currents are 0.5 to 2 knots. Eddies and
swirls occur between Miner Island and Chichagof Island. The
currentsfrom Cross Sound and Lisianski Strait appear to meet in
thevicinity of Miner Island. An ebb current of 0.5 knot from Stag
Bay has been experienced.

(949 Point Theodore, on the W side of the S entrance, islow
and wooded, with abackground of high mountains. Two wooded
islands are within the entrance close to the point. Rocks and
reefs, bare at various stages of thetide, extend for 0.5 mileina S
direction from the point.

(95) Star Rock, about 1 mile S of Point Theodore, isawash at
high water; a seasonal bell buoy is moored about 200 yards SW
of the rock.

(96) Point Urey, the E point of the S entrance to Lisianski
Strait, islow, flat, and timbered; it hasasmall sharp knob near the
S end. Rocks and foul ground extend about 1.4 miles off the
point; the most prominent is Porcupine Rock. Submerged rocks
and rocks awash at high water are about midway between Porcu-
pine Rock and Point Urey. Threenob Rock, a conspicuous tri-
ple-headed rock, is 0.4 mile SW from the point.

(97  Urey Rocks, about 0.8 mile W from Point Urey, are two
bare rocks; the E rock is longer and wider. Small rocks and foul
ground practically surround Urey Rocks. Kelp extends to the
shores of Chichagof Island and Esther I1sland.

(98) Esther Idand, just within the entrance, is heavily tim-
bered. Near the middle of the island on the E sideis a bight that
almost cuts the island into two parts, and during storm tides the
seas almost wash across. The E shore of Esther Island ison the W
side of what is known locally as the I nside Passage. Rocks ex-
tend for about 0.5 mile NNE of the N end of Esther Island.
Lisianski Strait Light 2 (57°50.7'N., 136°26.1'W.), 53 feet
abovethewater, isshown from asquare frame with ared triangu-
lar daymark on Esther Island. The light, most brilliant on the
bearing 044° and diminishing in intensity around the remainder
of the horizon, marks the SW entrance to the strait.

(99) Lumber Cove is a small-boat anchorage NW of Point
Urey. Midway in the entrance is a small steep island that is cov-
ered with trees. In entering, pass close to theisland, leaving it to
S. When clear of the island, pass in midchannel and anchor near
the head of the covein 5 to 6 fathoms, sticky bottom.

(1000 Canoe Cove, about 1.4 miles N of Point Urey, furnishes
anchorage for small boatsin 4 to 5 fathoms, sticky bottom. The
anchorage is small, about 250 yards wide. It has two entrances,
known locally as the North Pass and the West Pass; both are
narrow. At low water North Pass bares for a short distance while
West Pass has about 1 foot at its shoalest part. At the seaward end
of West Pass is a heavy growth of kelp. A good supply of water
will befound on the E side of the cove. Lumber Cove and Canoe
Cove are connected at high water by narrow Canoe Pass.
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101y Lost Cove, about 1 mile abovethe light on Esther Island,
affordsanchorage for small vesselsin 11 to 17 fathoms, mud bot-
tom. The anchorage is about 300 yards wide. Midway between
the entrance pointsisarock that uncovers5 feet and ismarked by
kelp during the summer and fall. Water may be had at the head of
the arm near the end of the cove.

(102) StagBay isontheE sideof Lisianski Strait, 6 milesfrom
the Sentrance. The shores are steep and precipitous, theland ris-
ing rapidly on each side. The slopes are timbered to an elevation
of about 600 feet, and to an elevation of about 1,000 feet with a
scrub growth, above that the entire country is generally barren.
About 2.5 miles from the entrance on the S side is Cub Moun-
tain, aprominent peak, which from the entrance shows steep on
the N side near the summit, with a shoulder on the Sside. At the
head of the bay isan extensivetideflat, the greater part of it bares
at lowest tides and the approach is very steep. Depths within the
bay at the center rangefrom 27 fathomsat the entranceto 41to 73
fathomsinside.

(203 Along each shore are mountain streams at the mouths of
which banks have been formed that extend offshore for 100 to
150 yards. In entering follow midchannel courses. Thereisan an-
chorage at the head of the bay off the flatsin 40 fathoms, with re-
stricted swinging room; this anchorage is not recommended.

(104) A nickel exploration camp is at the mouth of Bohemia
Creek, on the W side of Lisianski Strait, about 1.6 miles SW of
its junction with Lisianski Inlet. The camp consists of three
prominent buildings and asmall-boat float about 60 feet long. In
1976, a depth of 6 feet was reported alongside the float. A shoal
at the mouth of the creek is marked by a daybeacon.

(105) Rock Point, a the S side of the junction of Lisianski
Strait and Lisianski Inlet, is marked by alight.

(106) Miner Idand, at the junction of Lisianski Strait and
Lisianski Inlet, isseparated from Yakobi |sland at high water by a
channel about 100 yards wide. It is heavily wooded and sur-
rounded by kelp.

207y Junction Island, a small wooded island marked by a
light, isin Lisianski Inlet about 0.5 mile off the Chichagof I1sland
shore, and 0.9 mile SE of Miner Island.

(108) A rocky ledge extends about 200 yards N from Junction
Island; kel p extends about 50 yards beyond this. Two rocks, each
covered Yafathom and marked by kelp, are about 0.2 mileand 0.5
mile N of Junction Island

(109) Yakobi Isand is densely wooded in its lower part, but
contains many high, bare, mountain peaks. The Sand N parts of
theisland are low; the interior and E parts are high. The W coast
of theisland is broken by many islands and off-lying rocks into
numerous bays and bights, forming frequent shelter for small
craft.

(1100 Greentop Island, about 1 mile NW of Point Theodore, is
the outermost and largest of the numerous small islands, mostly
wooded, that are between Point Theodore and Squid Bay. Theis-
land is marked on its SE side by Greentop Island Light
(57°51.3'N., 136°29.1'W.), 79 feet above the water and shown
from a post with a red and white diamond-shaped daymark.
Close-to NE of Greentop Island is Greentop Har bor, which ex-
tends in a NE direction. Enter the harbor N of Greentop Island,
passing N of thetwo largeislands and the small elbow-shaped is-
land. Favor the N shore of the harbor, being careful to avoid the
rock near the N shore.

(111y Secure anchorage may be had in the harbor in 4 to 7 fath-
oms, mud bottom, about 0.3 mile from the head. A large anchor-
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ageison the E side of the harbor. Thisanchorage hasadepth of 5
to 8 fathoms, mud bottom, but there are rocksthat barein the en-
trance, and caution is required in entering. The other passages
among theislands arefoul and should not be attempted except by
very small craft with local knowledge.

(112) Squid Bay isabout 2.5 miles NW of Point Theodore and
about 1.3 milesN of Greentop Island. The anchorage herein5to
17 fathoms, soft bottom, is exposed to S. The entrance is clear
and is bounded to SE by the high, wooded shoreline, and to the
NW by alarge area of foul ground that extendsto Point Satchrun.
All vessels should keep well away from this foul area. In enter-
ing, favor the SE shore.

(113) Point Satchrun, bold and wooded, ison the SE side of the
entrance to Takanis Bay, about 3 milesNNW of Greentop Island.
The point can be identified by a prominent cross of white quartz
inthe dark basalt that formsthe point. This crossisabout 40 feet
above the waterline and close below the tree line.

(114) TakanisBay hasits entrance close W of Point Satchrun.
Severa narrow arms make off from the bay in various directions.
The bay is exposed to the S, but small craft can usually find pro-
tected anchorageinitsbranches. Thelong narrow arm at the head
of the bay isclear, but hastoo limited swinging room for anchor-
age. The W half of Takanis Bay isfoul and should be avoided.

(115) The usua anchorage for small craft isin the NW branch,
which containsasmall, wooded island near its head. Thereisam-
ple swinging room S of thisisland in 6% fathoms, mud and rock
bottom. Very small craft anchor N of this island, which affords
more protection but limited swinging room, the best approach
being E of the idand.

(116) Small craft with local knowledge sometimesanchor inthe
lagoon E of the upper end of TakanisBay. TheentranceisintheE
shore of the bay, about 1.2 miles N of Point Satchrun, and is
through a long, narrow arm about 25 yards wide, between bold
cliffs. Thetidal currentsthrough this arm are very swift, and this
passage should not be attempted except at high-water slack and
with good local knowledge. Anchorage exposed to the S can be
found in the middle of the bay in 8 fathoms, mud and rock bot-
tom, about 0.5 mile above the large flat rock on the E side of the
bay just inside the entrance.

(117) Cape Cross, the southwesternmost extremity of Takanis
Peninsula, is about 5.2 miles NW of Point Theodore. The point
iscomparatively low and wooded and identified by a high, rocky
islet 0.2 mileoff the cape, on whichisaprominent clump of trees.
Two large, bareidetsare N of thisislet and are connected at ex-
treme low water. Foul ground extends for 500 yards W and for
300 yards S of the islet.

(118) Between TakanisBay and Cape Crossare numeroussmall
islands, some of which are wooded. With local knowledge small
boats can passamong theseislands, but thereis much foul ground
and there are no protected anchorages. White Crag Island, the
outermost island about midway between Cape Cross and Point
Satchrun, isbare, and has a conspicuous white top which formsa
prominent landmark. Foul ground and breakers extend almost 1
mile S of the cape.

(119) Between Cape Crossand Surge Bay the coast isrocky and
broken with numerous large rocks close to shore. The 20-fathom
curvefollows the coast at adistance of about 0.5 mile, outside of
which there are no dangers. Off Surge Bay, however, the
20-fathom curve extends for more than 2 miles offshore, and
there are severa 8- and 9-fathom spots from 1 to 1.8 miles off-
shore; but there are no dangers more than 1 mile off the genera
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coastline. Two miles N of Cape Crossisalarge bight. Consider-
able kelpisfound here, and thereis no protected anchorage even
for small boatsin the main part of the bight. A rock with lessthan
2 fathoms over it isreported in the SW part of the bight in about
57°56'18"N., 136°34'14"W. A seasonal bell buoy is about 0.2
mile SW of the rock. In the S part of the bight, E of the large
wooded island, isaninner bight called Deer Harbor. Itisentered
only on the upper half of the tide. Vessels should pass S of the
large wooded island. Sheltered anchorage may be had in either
the N or Sarm of Deer Harbor in 4 to 7 fathoms, mud bottom.

(120) Surge Bay, about 4.1 miles N of Cape Cross, is an open
bight with numerous rocks, and is suitable only for small vessels
with local knowledge. The small bights on the E side of the bay
are open W. The only protected anchorage for larger vesselsisat
the extreme N end of the bay, the passage to which |eads among
numerous small islands and rocks. In about the center of the bay
isahigh rocky islet, with two grass-covered knollsonit, whichis
the best mark for the bay. The best entrance to the bay isSand E
of the idet; the entrance NNW of it is through kelp, and in W
wesather breakers extend clear across the entrance.

(121) Surge Bay Entrance Light (57°58.6'N., 136°33.7'W.),
65 feet above the water, is shown from asteel post with ared and
white diamond-shaped daymark on a small islet marking the S
entrance to Surge Bay.

(1220 From Surge Bay to Cape Bingham (58°05.5'N.,
136°32.5'W.), the coast is very broken with many off-lying rocks
andidlets. Most of the covesamong theseidletsarefoul, and there
are no protected anchorages for large vessels. There are no dan-
gersthat extend more than 0.5 mile off the outermost islets.

(123) Yakobi Rock isabout 0.6 mileW of CapeBinghamandis
the farthest offshore of the numerous rocky idletsin the vicinity.

(124) Hoktaheen Cove, asmall, open, and exposed cove about
1.2 miles S of Cape Bingham, is suitable only for small craft, and
local knowledgeis required for its entry. A small timbered knob
isabout 0.3 mile S of the S shore of the cove, and two somewhat
sharp knobs are 1.5 miles S of the cove.

(125) Bingham Cove, requiring local knowledge to enter, ison
the Sside of Cape Bingham. The coveis open to the W, but hasa
well-sheltered S arm. It is reported that local fishing boats use
Bingham Cove as a foul weather anchorage.
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